
The eldest member of the Philadelphia Kappa Silhouettes, Bergner Searles, celebrated her 100th birthday 
on December 5, 2017. This wonderful woman is still full of vigor, humor, and wisdom!  During a phone 
interview on November 18, 2017, she was asked how she felt about her 100th birthday and her birthday 
party.  Her response was, “Well, I’m a little excited in a way… and I hope everyone has a good time.”  As 
she continued to talk, it was so hard to believe her age because she speaks as if she were much, much 
younger!

Silhouette Bergner was born in Philadelphia, PA on December 5, 1917.  She attended Reynolds 
Elementary School, Girls High, and Gratz High School.  She later matriculated at West Chester State 
College, where she earned her B.S. Degree in Math and English.  She married Kappaman John Searles 
(Chapter Invisible) on August 5, 1943, and joined the Philadelphia Kappa Silhouettes shortly thereafter. He 
was a 50-year member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. To their union was born one daughter, Judith 
“Judy” Searles.  She is also the proud grandmother of 3, and the great-grandmother of 6.  After teaching 
math for one year in the Philadelphia School District, Silhouette Bergner decided to stay home in order to 
take care of Judy.  

When Judy turned 16 years old, Silhouette Bergner returned to the Philadelphia School District as a Social 
Worker, and served in this capacity for 20 years. Later, in the phone interview, she was asked if she could 
name the activity that she has enjoyed the most throughout her membership in the Philadelphia Kappa 
Silhouettes.  She stated with a chuckle, “I don’t know. I enjoyed the meetings ‘cause we, you know, we 
discussed other things other than the business.  We had a little food afterwards.”  She further 
commented on how she did not feel that she would enjoy being a member of the chapter, but it was so 
much more than she initially anticipated.  “I didn’t think I would ‘cause I didn’t think I would like women’s 
groups. I thought they would be catty and so forth. But in order to live with my husband, I had to be a 
Silhouette!”  With a hearty laugh she stated, “He would have bugged me to death!”  

Silhouette Bergner has served as Corresponding Secretary and served on various committees.  She served 
on the first Philadelphia Kappa Silhouettes Luncheon Committee (1950), and continued for 5 consecutive 
years!  She also spoke about the first time she hosted a chapter meeting.  It was in 1953.  Chapter 
members kept hounding her to do so, and she finally gave in.  Her next door neighbor, who was an 
undertaker, gave her chairs to use during the meeting because she didn’t have any because of her recent 
move, a month prior.

At the end of the interview, she was asked if there was any advice that she would like to give to young or 
inactive Silhouettes.  “Well, all I can say is I love those Silhouettes!”  She went on to say, “I advise the 
young wives to join and participate in the activities.  They will enjoy themselves.  Silhouettes were a 
different kind of person, lady-like and caring.”  When asked if she felt that her overall experience as a 
member of the Philadelphia Kappa Silhouettes had been positive, she stated, “Oh yes, that’s why I’m still 
there!” 

Silhouette Bergner is a member of St. Luke Episcopal Church, ECW (Episcopal Church Women), and Young 
at Heart (Senior Citizens Group). 
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Silhouette Arvadia Marie Howard

South Central
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Southeastern
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